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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, filed 2/09/09, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 , 
3-7, 9-16, 18, and 20, have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Banzhaf et al. (6,697,924). 

2. However, Applicant's other arguments filed 2/09/09 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

3. In the remarks, applicant argued in substance that: 

(A) The Applicant has amended the claims and overcome the rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 112. 

As to point (A), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. The Examiner notes that 
claims 1, 16, 18, and 20 still recite alternative (i.e., "one or more...") language which 
presents uncertainty or ambiguity with respect to the question of scope or clarity of the 
claims, thereby rendering the scope of the claims unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(h). 

(B) The Applicant argues that the term "application" is distinct and separate from 
an "operating system" because operating system can be defined as application- 
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independent software that supports the running of application software and manages 
the resources of the application platform. 

As to point (B), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. First, the definition of the 
claimed term "application" is more important than any definition for an unclaimed term 
(i.e., operating system). The Examiner notes that application software is any tool that 
functions and is operated by means of a computer, with the purpose of supporting or 
improving the software user's work. An OS clearly falls within this definition of 
application. Also, the Examiner notes that Even if an OS is application-independent, as 
the applicant argues, this does not preclude an OS from being an application itself. 

The Examiner suggests distinguishing the claimed "application" from an 
operating system by amending the claims to positively recite that the application runs on 
top of an operating system (i.e., "an application running on an OS"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. Claims 1, 16, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Regarding claims 1 , 16, 18, and 20, the phrase ". . .one or more" renders the 
claim(s) indefinite because the phrase presents uncertainty or ambiguity with respect to 
the question of scope or clarity of the claims, thereby rendering the scope of the 
claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(h). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1 , 3-7, 9-16, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Banzhaf et al. (6,697,924), hereinafter referred to as Banzhaf. 

8. Regarding claims 1 and 18, Swank disclosed associating with an association 
module at least one application identifier and one or more storage unit identifiers to form 
at least one association (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), 

each application identifier identifying an application of a host computer 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each storage unit identifier identifying a storage unit of the 
information handling system (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1); and for each association 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), 

assigning each storage unit identified by each storage unit identifier to each host 
computer having the application identified by each associated application identifier 
(paragraphs 0006, 0031 , and 0039-0041), wherein each storage unit is operable for use 
by an application that has been identified to the storage unit (paragraphs 0031 , and 
0039-0041, Fig. 2), 
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wherein the association module includes a mapping table having at least one row 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each row of the mapping table including a storage unit 
identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), and an application identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), 
each row of the mapping table forming an association of a storage unit and an 
application (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1). 

9. Regarding claims 3 and 9, Swank disclosed each application identifier includes a 
node name and a port name of a host bus adapter of the host computer having the 
application identified by the application identifier (paragraphs 0006 and 0038-0041). 

1 0. Regarding claims 4, 5, 1 0, and 1 1 , Swank disclosed the node/port name includes 
a World-Wide Name (WWN) (paragraphs 0006 and 0038-0041, Fig. 1). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 6 and 12, Swank disclosed wherein the storage unit identifier 
includes a logical unit number (LUN) (paragraphs 0006 and 0038-0041 , Fig. 1 ). 

12. Regarding claim 7, Swank disclosed associating an application identifier and a 
storage unit identifier to form an association (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each application 
identifier identifying an application of a host computer (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each 
storage unit identifier identifying a storage unit of the information handling system 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1); 

receiving at one storage unit (paragraphs 0052-0056, Fig. 2), a request from a 
host (paragraphs 0052-0056, Fig. 2), the request including a request application 
identifier (paragraphs 0052-0056, Fig. 2); and permitting access to the storage unit for 
use by an application associated with the request application identifier if the identifier of 
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the storage unit (paragraphs 0040-0047, Fig. 2), and the request application identifier 
have an association in the association module (paragraphs 0040-0047, Fig. 2), 

wherein the association module includes a mapping table having at least one 
row (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each row of the mapping table including a storage unit 
identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), and an application identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), 
each row of the mapping table forming an association of a storage unit and an 
application (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1). 

13. Regarding claim 13, Swank disclosed selecting an application identifier 
(paragraphs 0006, 0031, and 0039-0041); and assigning at least one storage unit to the 
host computer having the application identified by the application identifier (paragraphs 
0006, 0031, and 0039-0041). 

14. Regarding claim 14, Swank disclosed booting the host computer (paragraphs 
0006, 0031, and 0039-0041), the host computer including an application (paragraphs 
0006, 0031, and 0039-0041), the application having an application identifier 
(paragraphs 0006, 0031 , and 0039-0041 ); 

selecting an application identifier (paragraphs 0006, 0031, and 0039-0041); 
assigning at least one storage unit to the host (paragraphs 0006, 0031 , and 0039-0041 ), 
the assigned storage unit being associated through an association module with the 
application identifier to form an association (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), 

wherein each storage unit assigned is operable for use by an application that has 
been identified to the storage unit and wherein the association module includes a 
mapping table having one or more rows (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each row of the 
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mapping table including a storage unit identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), and an 
application identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each row of the mapping table forming an 
association of a storage unit and an application (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), and installing 
the application on the host computer (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1). 

15. Regarding claim 15, Swank disclosed booting the host computer (paragraphs 
0052-0056, Fig. 2); selecting an application identifier (paragraphs 0052-0056, Fig. 2), 
the application identifier being associated with a desired application (paragraphs 0052- 
0056, Fig. 2); configuring the host computer to include the application identifier 
(paragraphs 0052-0056, Fig. 2); and booting the host computer (paragraphs 0052-0056, 
Fig. 2). 

16. Regarding claim 16, Swank disclosed at least one host computer having at least 
one application (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each having an application identifier 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1); a storage medium interfaced with each host computer 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), the storage medium including one or more storage units 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each storage unit having a storage identifier (paragraph 0030, 
Fig. 1); an association module associating at least one application identifier and one or 
more storage unit identifiers to form an association (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), 

wherein the association module includes a mapping table having at least one row 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each row of the mapping table including a storage unit 
identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), and an application identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), 
each row of the mapping table forming an association of a storage unit and an 
application (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1); 
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a control module in communication with the storage medium and each host 
connection (paragraphs 0006, 0031, and 0039-0041), the control module performs 
operations comprising: associating at least one application identifier and one or more 
storage unit identifiers to form an association (paragraphs 0006, 0031, and 0039-0041); 
and for each association (paragraphs 0006, 0031, and 0039-0041), assigning each 
storage unit identified by each storage unit identifier to each host having the application 
identified by each associated application identifier (paragraphs 0006, 0031, and 0039- 
0041), wherein each storage unit assigned is operable for use only by each identified 
application (paragraphs 0006, 0031, and 0039-0041). 

17. Regarding claim 20, Swank disclosed a data structure storing in the memory, 
wherein the data structure comprises a mapping table having at least one row 
(paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each row of the mapping table including a storage unit 
identifier and an application identifier (paragraph 0030, Fig. 1), each row of the mapping 
table forming an association of a storage unit identified by the storage identifier and a 
host having the application identified by each associated application identifier 
(paragraphs 0006, 0031, and 0039-0041). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicants' disclosure. 

a. Thrasher et al. (7,275,103) also teaches assigning a host application 
to a LUN. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRADFORD F. FRITZ whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3860. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Andrew Caldwell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2442 

IB. F. F.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2442 



